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Dear Inspectors
RE: MACs consultation update and specific Query
| hope you are both well.

| am writing to confirm that the public consultation on the MACs has begun on time
as per the dates previously provided to you. Whilst there has only been one
representation to date it is early days and there are several weeks to go. We will
endeavour to get the representations to you as efficiently as possible following the
end of the consultation.

One matter that has arisen this week from several new Members of the Council not
previously involved in the Plan process or EiP, is their interpretation of the intention
behind MACT75:
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Their issue is not with the MAC itself but rather where the explanation to the MAC
refers to the reason for the change to the percentages sought being “as a
maximum”. Officers have met with the Councillors and we have clarified that the use
of the word is accurate and logical as it aligns the intention of the policy and the
percentages in terms of setting appropriate targets or thresholds, where those
thresholds are informed by the outcome of the viability study. We have explained
that those outcomes are the highest levels of affordable that can be viably achieved
and hence considering them as ‘targets’ or the maximum viably achievable is logical
and accurate.
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The Councillors have suggested that officers issue a supplementary statement
alongside the MAC documents that clarifies that the use of the word ‘maximum’ in
the explanation to MAC75 is just as part of the explanation to the MAC and is not
proposed as a policy wording change or cap on affordable delivery.

| have significant concerns about adding anything to the consultation process now
that it has started, particularly as this relates to the reasoning in the MAC documents
and not to the change itself. As such | would not wish to either set an unnecessary
precedent for such an issue or run the risk of a procedural challenge for introducing
additional consultation material once the consultation had started.

| would appreciate your advice on the above.

Yours sincerely,

A/&@@%

Andy Roberts, Service Manager Strategy



